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Enhancing 
children’s lives 

and learning by 
spending time 

in nature.



Our MISSION
Learning Outside’s mission is 

to provide children with quality 

outdoor experiences that 

enhance their lives and learning, 

instill a love of the natural 

world and promote lifelong 

environmental stewardship. 

Key to our mission is serving 

individuals who do not have 

ready access to nature-based 

learning programs.



100% 
Support for every at-risk 
child referred.

Participants  
attend on 
scholarship support.

20%

Grant funded program 
weeks providing 
fees, transportation 
and nutrition for all 
participants.

50%

In 2018,  
Learning Outside served 

577 

local participants,  

including     114 

who otherwise could not have 

attended due to cost and 

transportation needs.

577

114

Our IMpACT
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Financial 2018 Highlights 

More years of core support funding from  
Oak Foundation5

1 NC Peace Corps Association Peace Prize Award

2 Donor hikes on Irvin Nature Preserve

3 Overnight campouts for our afterschool 
nature clubs

4 Major site improvements:  
Learning Barn and Garden, Yurt, Archery Alley

135,449
The number of hours children spent in nature 

at Learning Outside in 2018

50%
Foundation 
Grants

37% 
Program Income

13% 
Individual and  
In-kind Giving

12% 
Administration

68% 
Program 
Expenses

14% 
Fundraising

6% 
Operating 
Reserve

33% 
General Giving

27%
Learning Barn

2%
Garden Boxes

2%
NC Peace Prize

1%
Giving Tuesday

11%
Scott B. Scholarship Fund

1%
House Party

Fundraising 2018
$56,060

Expenses 2018
$564,368

Revenue 2018
$564,368

23%
Meadow Lark



is in ThEir hands

In August of 2017, Betsy Bertram created the scholarship 
fund to honor Scott Bertram, co-founder of Townsend 
Bertram & Co, Adventure Outfitters in Carrboro.  Donors 
have raised $1 1 ,542 since then! With Betsy and Townsend 
Bertram & Co., we want this scholarship to continue to 
grow, keeping Scott's love of nature alive.

Partner Spotlight: Townsend Bertram & Co.
Scott B. Scholarship Fund

TLC is thrilled to have Learning Outside on Triangle Land 
Conservancy’s Irvin Farm Preserve: You are inspiring the 
next generation of conservationists, connecting children 
and nature on a preserve we all cherish. Learning 
Outside helps TLC achieve our benefit of connecting 
people with nature so that we know the land and water 
we protect will be cared for in generations to come.

Partner Spotlight: Sandy Sweitzer,  
Executive Director, Triangle Land Conservancy

The FuturE



ThANK YOU Thank you all for being the best advocates of our mission and 
ambassadors of Learning Outside.  Thanks to all the families of 
Learning Outside for making it all worthwhile!

Jane Anderson
Mary and Michael Andrews
Mario Arnez
William Austin
Jefferson Baer
Kari and Chris Bail
Leigh Balint
Wendy Banning
Shelby Banning-Arndt
Kylie Barrows & PJ Fiorentino
Ethan Basch & Joy Goodwin
Linda and John Bell
Cort Bennett & Lindsey Naftel
Amy Berent and Zsolt David
Richard B Boebel
Laura Boutwell & Eleana McMurry
Frederick Bowman
Sharon and Jim Boyd
Sean Braswell
Michael Browne
Mr. & Mrs. J. Edgar Broyhill II
Sarah and Michael Carew
Sue Cheng
Dree Church
Julie Coleman
Betsy Conger West
Sydney and Scott Cowart
Agnes Crews
Alyssa and Seth Crockett
Sally Crumbaugh
Roberta Cruz &  

George Hightower
Abe Crystal & Kathleen Pierce
Laury and Nora Dahners
Chad Danford
Gabriella De Ocampo &  

Richie DiFranco
Teddy Denton
John Dorsey
Linda and Matthias Drake
Frank Dworsky & Carole Houk
Chris Ehrenfeld
Jason Elliot
Sally Erickson

Individual Donors

Thanks for your continuing support!    
www.learningoutside/donate

WE 
Couldn’t 
do it 
without 
YOu

Andrew Erickson
Beth Grabowski
Big Fat Gap, NC Bluegrass Band
Team Kofler
Ken Peterman

In-Kind  
Professional Support

Stacy and Andy Erickson
Alex, Hannah and Aaron Feduk
Michelle Fishburne
Michael Fisher
Elizabeth Fouts and Melanie 

Edwards
Karen and Michael Frisch
Seema Garg & Abhi Kshirsagar
Judie and Greg Giguere
Kathryn and Adam Good
Stephen Grant
April Grossi
Erin and Evan Gwyn
Roxane Gwyn
Jan Halle
Brian Haney
Katherine Harrison
Lynn Hayes
Roxanne Henderson
Allison Hendren
Tom and Beth High
Alissa and Steve Hinkson
Lincoln Howell
Charlotte and John Hughes
Kelly Hunter
Ronnie and George Jackson
Robert Jones & Andrea Wood
Betsy and Bryan Kempter
Jim Kitchen
Ted and Marilyn Koenig
Katharine and Scott Kollins
Tara Kuipers
Benjamin Landman &  

Jennifer Feldman
Albert Lauritano &  

Lynn Linville-Lauritano
Jess and Josh Lev
Gretchen and Burton Levine
Livy and Dick Ludington
Ellen Manning
Susan and Bob McClanahan
Patrick McDonough &  

Emily Brewer
Carolyn Miller & Alan Finkel

Stephen Mills
Zach Misler
Elizabeth and Scott Morris
Waynell Morris
Emma Nadeau & Joah Tunnell
Sarah and Richard O’Brien
Mary Norris Preyer Oglesby
Sara Orton
Ashley Palm
Dena and Michael Papazoglou
Elizabeth Peel & David Solow
Mark Peifer
Gabriel Pelli & Rebecca Drake
Erika and Stefan Perrachon
Melanie and Robert Perrachon
Jon Purinai
Susan and Rob Reda
Sam Redmond
Page Richardson
Julie and Kevin Ricker
Robin Rogers
Karol Ross
Claire Rotruck
Emily Sanders
Elizabeth Sasser &  

Jimbo Parrott
Juanita and Douglas Sedotti
Lori-Anne Shapiro
Muriel Siddall
Sam Simmons &  

Alixanne Davis
Ann Simpson
Catherine Singley
Jillian Sommer
April and David Starling
Susan Stracquatanio &  

Jeff Jones
Stephanie Stewart
Ginny Sullivan
Phillip Sullivan
Joanna and David Tallon
Cecelia Taylor
Audrey Townsend
Jane Traynor

Stephanie Veit
Mark Vitali
William Wallace
Stephanie & Brandon Walter
Julia Washburn
Pam and Bill White
Diane and Chuck Whitehead
Quinn & Michael Whitehead
Sara Whitley
Kent Wicker
Deanie  Wilcher
Aubrey and Justin Williams
Joseph Wylie

Foundation Support
Alces Foundation
Elhapa Foundation
Oak Foundation
Raymond E. and Ellen F. Crane 

Foundation
The Grable Foundation
Triangle Community Foundation

NC Peace Prize Award
NC Peace Corps Association

Local Business and In-Kind Donations
Acme Food and Beverage Co.
Alfredo’s Pizza Villa
Allison Tierney
Bartaco Chapel Hill
Betsy Conger West
Bond Brothers Beer Company
Bread and Butter Bakery & Café
Bull City Burger and Brewery
Caffè Driade
Cameron’s
Carolina Brewery
Carrboro Coffee Roasters
Carrburitos
Ceremony Salon
Chapel Hill-Orange County  

Visitor’s Bureau
Chicken Bridge Bakery
Crooks Corner
Debbie Tysinger
Duke Outdoor Adventures
Emily Triplett
Erin Casey
Esperanza
Exhale Massage Therapy
Gabriel Pelli
Glasshalfull
Haw River Farmhouse Ales
Healing Earth Resources
Jersey Mike’s Subs, Elliot Rd
Jimmy Acres
Julie Coleman
Lark Home & Apparel
Left Bank Butchery
Luncheonette

Lynn Hayes
Mediterranian Deli, Bakery  

&  Catering
Mel’s Commissary
Napoli Café and Neopolitan Pizza
Neal’s Deli
One Fish Two Fish Poke
Open Eye Cafe
Pizzeria Mercato
Provence

Rebecca Drake
Sofia’s Boutique
Southern States
Steel String Brewery
Stephen Grant
Stone and Spa Ayurvedic Healing Arts
Stoney River Steakhouse and Grill
Tandem
Tejase Healing Arts
The Eddy Pub
The Franklin Hotel
The Meatball Shoppe
The Pig
Townsend Bertram & Company
Trader Joe’s, Chapel Hill
Trophy Brewing Company

Supporter Shout Out
Critical Focus Creative
Elizabeth and Scott Morris
I’ve Got Time For That
Saludos Compay Latin Music
Walt Tysinger

Partners
CHCCS
L & F Transportation and Burnice Hackney
Refugee Support Center
Townsend Bertram & Co
Triangle Land Conservancy

Learning Outside met my child 
where he was and where he still is 
and supports, fosters and continues 
to lead him into being an earth-
loving, kind, global steward, and 
inquisitive young person.  For that, 
we will be forever grateful for the 
positive influences, in-depth guidance 
and incredible bountiful venue that 
Learning Outside provides our family.

Parent Spotlight: Amy Berent



P.O. Box 718, Carrboro, NC  27510

Our Team

In partnership with Triangle Land Conservancy
Programs held at TLC’s Irvin Nature Preserve & Farm 
2912B Jones Ferry Rd, Chapel Hill, NC  27516

Learning Outside

Wendy Banning, Director
Shelby Banning-Arndt, Assistant Director
Valerie Komives, Business Manager
Susan Reda, Development Coordinator

Administrative Staff

Wendy Banning
Shelby Banning-Arndt
Maia Derewicz
Adam Miller
Mandy Monroe
Stephanie Stewart
Allison Tierney
Alix Wicker

Instructors

Olivia Ludington, Chair
Judie Giguere, Secretary
George Jackson, Treasurer
Wendy Banning
Betsy Bertram
Julie Coleman
Jenni Heartway
Aubrey Williams

Board of Directors

Emma Nadeau
Learning Barn & Garden Coordinator


