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Enhancing 

children’s lives 

and learning 

by spending 

time in nature. Years!
1



Trekkers Afterschool Nature Club

Learning Outside’s mission is 

to provide children with quality 

outdoor experiences that enhance 

their lives and learning, instill 

a love of the natural world and 

promote lifelong environmental 

stewardship. Key to our mission 

is serving individuals who do not 

have ready access to nature-

based learning programs.

Our MISSION



TEn YEArs

Between 2009 and 2019, over 4100 children have hiked, played, 

gardened and explored Irvin Nature Preserve with us. Over 700 

students attended programs on full scholarships.

Connecting children with the natural world
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100% 

Program time 
outdoors through 
the seasons.

Screen-free time 
in nature.

100%

Scholarship awards 
for every at-risk child 
referred to date.

100%

In 2019,  
Learning Outside served 

599                  kids,  

including     

119               students  

attending on full scholarships 

who otherwise would not be 

able to attend due to cost  

and transportation.

599

118

Our IMpACT

Indy Week Best of 2019 Award: Best Early Childhood 
Learning Facility in Orange/Chatham county



Financial

43
+13+44

44%
Foundation Grants

43% 
Program Income

13% 
Individual and In-kind Giving

Donations: Every Dollar Adds Up
$75,424

Expenses 2019
$477,804

Revenue 2019
$535,238 13

+14+73
13% 
Fundraising

73% 
Programs

14% 
Management

General Giving ....................................................................  $20,039

In-Kind Professional Support and Goods ......................  $18,362

Meadowlark Scholarship Fund Event ............................. $15,090

Elhapa Year End Gift .........................................................   $10,000

Hike to Help, Plant Sale and Round-up gifts ................... $4,434

Scott B Scholarship Fund...................................................... $2,614

Matching Gifts and Amazon Smile ....................................  $2,010

Giving Tuesday & House Parties ......................................... $1,876

New Educational Bird Blind ................................................. $1,000

2019 Reviewed Financial Statements available by request



Cynthia Weeks
Danielle Herman
David and Heather Jester
David Russell
David Schwartz
Debra and Brian Gist
Diane and Bill Hayes
Diane and Chuck Whitehead
Doreen Guttenberg
Eli and Forrest Fallanca
Elizabeth and John Bonitz
Elizabeth Dickinson
Elizabeth Peel and David Solow
Ellen Roberts
Emily Brewer, Patrick  

and Dylan McDonough
Emily Sutton
Emma Nadeau and Joah Tunnell
Eric Webb
Frank and Terry Michiels
Frank Dworsky and Carole Houk
George and Ronnie Jackson
Gillian Harper
Gretchen and Burton Levine
Gwen Overturf and Edwin White
Gwendolyn Cummings Maller
Helena Feder
Jade Jackson
Jeff Hunter
Jessica Booker
Jessica Davis
Joanna and David Tallon
Joe and Liz Kelleher
John Corbett and Pamela Reda
John Morris
Josh and Jess Lev 
Juanita and Douglas Sedotti
Judie and Greg Giguere
Julia Washburn
Julie Coleman 
Julie and Kevin Ricker
Juno and Sol Wilder 
Karen Aldridge
Karen and Michael Frisch
Karen Phair
Kari and Chris Bail
Kathryn and Adam Good
Kelly Hunter
Kent Wicker
Kim Roberts
Kip Nordby

Kylie Barrows and PJ Fiorentino
Laurie Paolicelli
Laury and Nora Dahners
Lea Clayton
Leigh Balint
Lincoln Howell
Linda and John Bell
Lisa Berley
Livy and Dick Ludington
Luisa Pedrosa
Marbrisa and Matthew Carastro
Maret Hensick
Margaret Hamner
Maria Marta Sobico
Marion Brisk and Belinda Locke
Mark Masak
Mary and George Giguere
Mary and Michael Andrews
Mary Norris Preyer Oglesby
Mary Salome
Matt and Suzanne Case
Matt Chenet
Matt Jarvis
Melanie Edwards and Elizabeth Fouts
Michael Browne
Michael Fisher
Miriam Crystal
Nan and Mark VanDerPuy
Page Richardson
Pam and Bill White
Pam Richey and Dan Sternbach
Paula Cothren
Peter and Kathie Guild
Quinn and Michael Whitehead
Rachel and Arash Khani
Rachel Wilfert
Richard and Sarah O’Brien
Robert Jones and Andrea Wood
Robin Rogers
Ron Carew
Roxane Gwyn
Ruth and Stephen Grant Fund of TCF
Sally and Tom Crumbaugh
Sam Redmond
Sam Straus
Sam Simmons and Alixanne Davis
Sara S. Orton
Sara T. Orton
Sara Whitley
Sarah and Michael Carew
Scott and  Elizabeth Morris

City Kitchen
Coco Bean Coffee Shop
Compost Now
Crook’s Corner
DoTerra Kids Collection
Edwin White
Emily Triplett Jewelry
Exhale Massage
Fernanda Ortiz
Fifth Season Gardening
Flyleaf Books
Furniture Lab
Gabriele Pelli and Rebecca Drake
Glasshalfull
Gray Squirrel
Great Outdoor Provision Company
Growga
Guglhuph Bakery
Haw River Canoe Co.
Haw River Farmhouse Ales
Healing Earth Resources
Honey Bee Experience
Intrinsic Touch Massage
Jade Palace
Jersey Mike’s
Jimmy Acres
Joe Kelleher
Juju
Juno Wilder
Kidzu Children’s Museum
Kylie Barrows
Lark Home & Apparel
Left Bank Butchery
Med Deli
Mellow Mushroom
Mel’s Commissary
Napoli Café
Natalia Salazar
NC Crafts Gallery
Neal’s Deli
Onyx Club Boys Band
Phydeaux
Pizzeria Mercato
Queen Rose Jewelry
Rob Jones
Royal Grace Dance Studio
Seven Star Kung Fu
Shakori Music Festival 
Sofia’s Boutique
Sol Wilder
Southern States

Local Recognition
Indy Best of Award:  

Early Childhood Learning Facility in 
Orange/Chatham County

Orange County Living Wage  
Certified Employer

Supporter Shout Out
Walt Tysinger 
Critical Focus Creative
I’ve Got Time For That
Saludos Compay Latin Music
Small Ruminant Camelid  

Mobile Vet Service
UNC School of Public Health 

graduate students: “Finance 
for Nonprofit & Government”

Sean Braswell
Sharon and Jim Boyd
Sheila Neal
Shelby Banning-Arndt
Shelby Lamm
Sonja and Gael Chatelain
Sophia Lotstein
Stacy and Andy Erickson
Stephanie Bohling
Stephanie and Brandon Walter
Steve and MaryBeth Gangemi
Susan and Rob Reda 
Susan Stracquatanio and Jeff Jones
Susannah Frakes
Sydney and Scott Cowart
Ted and Marilyn Koenig.
Val Komives and Stephen Orton
Vicky Adams
Wendy Banning
Wendy Smith
William Austin
Zach Misler

Local Business &  
In-Kind Donations

Acme
Allison Tierney
Al’s Burgers
Amante’s Pizza
Armadillo Grill
Ashlyn & Co
Aylah Mahim
Back Alley Bikes
Bagel Bar
Balloons and Tunes
Bartaco
Be Pure
Betsy Conger West
Bold Rock Hard Cider
Bull City Burgers and Brewery
Bullseye Bicycle
Cam Cline
Carolina Brewery
Carrboro Coffee Roasters 
Carrboro Yoga Co
Carrburritos
Chapel Hill/Orange County  

Visitor’s Bureau
Chatham Pediatric Dentistry
Chicken Bridge Bakery

Thank you all for being the best advocates of our mission and 

ambassadors of Learning Outside.  Thanks to all the families 

(through the years) for making it all worthwhile!ThANK YOU

Thanks for your  
continuing support!    

www.learningoutside/donate

WE 
Couldn’t 
do it 
without 
YOu

Abe Crystal and Kathleen Pierce
Adam Miller 
Aggie Crews
Albert Lauritano  

and Lynn Linville-Lauritano
Alexandra and Nick Weeks
Alissa and Steve Hinkson
Allison Hendren
Alyssa Maschi
Amy Berent and Zsolt David
Andrew Masak
Andriana Perrachon
Ann and Ted Gerarden
Ann and Bland Simpson
Anna Hicken
April Grossi
Ardys and Reed Palmer
Ariel Goynias and Scott Cummings
Aron and Lisa Woolman
Audrey Townsend
Ben Clarke
Ben and Nicole Gist
Benjamin Landman  

and Jennifer Feldman
Beth and Tom High
Betsy and Bryan Kempter
Betsy and Walter Bennett
Betsy Bertram
Betsy Conger West
Brenna Campbell
Britton Banning-Arndt
Bryna Rapp
Carol Gunther-Mohr
Caroline Gilbert
Caroline McLaughlin and Roy Baroff
Carolyn Miller and Alan Finkel
Casey Therrien
Charlotte and John Hughes
Christel and Charlie Butchart
Claudia and Joe Templeton

Individual Donors

10 years  
of ongoing  
Support & Partnership

The Grable Foundation
Oak Foundation
Triangle Land Conservancy

Beth Grabowski
Stephen Orton
Team Kofler

In-Kind  
Professional Support

Foundation Support
Alces Foundation
Elhapa Foundation
Oak Foundation
Raymond E and Ellen F  

Crane Foundation
The Grable Foundation
Fund for the Triangle-Support for 

the Environment of Triangle 
Community Foundation

Partners
CHCCS
Elon University 
L&F Transportation
Burnice Hackney
Refugee Support Center
Townsend Bertram & Co.
Triangle Land Conservancy

Steel String Brewery
Studio 8
Syd’s Hair Salon
Tandem
Tejase Healing Arts
The Eddy Pub
The Lumina
The Open Eye Cafe
The Pig
Tom Driscoll
Tom High
Topo Distillery 
Townsend Bertram & Co
Trader Joe’s
Trophy Beer
Umstead Hotel and Spa
Vejibags
Vimala’s Curryblossom Café
Vivi Mae Vintage Jewelry
Wax Poetic

Please accept our apology and notify us if we omitted a gift or noted it incorrectly.



P.O. Box 718, Carrboro, NC  27510

Our Team

In partnership with Triangle Land Conservancy
Programs held at TLC’s Irvin Nature Preserve & Farm 
2912B Jones Ferry Rd, Chapel Hill, NC  27516

Learning OutsideLearning Outside

Wendy Banning, Director
Shelby Banning-Arndt, Assistant Director
Valerie Komives, Business Manager
Susan Reda, Development Coordinator

Administrative Staff

Olivia Ludington, Chair
Judie Giguere, Secretary
George Jackson, Treasurer
Ann Simpson
Julie Coleman
Wendy Banning

Board of Directors

Emma Nadeau
Learning Barn & Garden Coordinator

Instructors
Alix Wicker
Maia Derewicz
Mandy Monroe
Sarah Stark
Shelby Banning-Arndt
Wendy Banning

Summer:
Emily Eldridge
Frankie Entzel
Johnny Waken
Quique Guerra
Steph Stewart 

Lidia Say
Zoe Collerado-Mansfeld

Interns:


